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Membership in the Church of Jesus Christ is a
joy and a privilege. It is also a com-
mitment to participate in Christ’s mission.

A faithful member bears witness to God’s
love and grace and promises to be involved
responsibly in the ministry of Christ’s Church.
Such involvement includes:
 proclaiming the good news in word and
deed,

» taking part in the common life and worship
of a congregation,

o lifting one another up in prayer, mutual
concern, and active support,
 studying Scripture and the issues of
Christian faith and life,

e supporting the ministry of the church
through the giving of money, time, and
talents,
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,» demonstrating a new quality of life within
and through the church,

» responding to God’s activity in the world
through service to others, living responsibly
in the personal, family, vocational, political,

cultural, and social relationships of life,

« working in the world for peace, justice,
freedom, and human fulfillment, caring for
God’s creation
e participating in the governing
responsibilities of the church, and reviewing
and evaluating regularly the integrity of one’s
membership, and considering ways in which
one’s participation in the worship and service
of the church may be increased and made
more meaningful.



We come this morning with glad hearts,
because someone has said to us, “Let us go to
the house of the Lord!”

Our feet are standing in God’s presence.
We come to learn God’s ways
and walk in God’s paths.

The day is coming when nations will choose
peace, when weapons will become tools for
life.

So we turn our hearts toward God’s light and
open our lives to God’s hope.

Come, people of God—the night is far gone,
the day is near.



Call TO [osfeggion

As we wait for Jesus to come,
the Bible tells us to stay awake,
to notice the things we have done and the
things we have left undone,and to turn our
hearts back to God.

So let us come with honesty,
trusting that the God who teaches us the way

also welcomes us with mercy.

Let us confess our sins together.



Prayer of '

Holy God, we confess that we do not
always walk in Your light.

We get sleepy in our faith, distracted by
our desires, and turned around by fear,
anger, or jealousy.

We forget Your ways of peace, and we do
not always seek the good of others.

Wake us up, O Lord.

Shine Your light on our paths.
Teach us again to walk in Your waysso
that we may be ready when Christ
comes in glory.

Amen.



Declaration of /o ivesecy

Leader:
People of God, hear the good news:
The day is near, and God’s light is already
breaking through the darkness.

The One who calls us to wake up
also clothes us in grace.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven,
renewed, and made ready for new life.

ALL:
Thanks be to God!
Amen.
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Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122:1-9

Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44










