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Reverend Dr. Andrew Lee Stephens Jr., Pastor

“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”
— Matthew 4:19 (NRSV)




ORDER OF WORSHIP

Opening Prayer
Scripture Readings
Inspirational
Proclamation of the Word
Invitation
Confession
Apostles’ Creed
Congregational Song
Offering
Announcements
Charge
Blessing and Benediction

Postlude



Leader: Gracious God, You faithfully lead those who
seek You, yet we often trust our own understanding
more than Your direction.

People: Forgive us, O Lord, when we fail to listen for
Your voice and follow the path You have prepared for
us.

Leader: You call us to freedom, yet we confess that
we are often captive to sin, fear, pride, and selfish
desires.

People: Rescue us through Your grace, and renew our
hearts to delight in Your will.

Leader: Your Son invites the weary and burdened to
come and find rest, but we cling to burdens You never
asked us to carry.

People: Teach us to lay our lives before You and to
take upon ourselves the easy yoke of Christ.

Leader: As we continue this Fourth of July weekend
to seek freedom for the oppressed and the blessings
of liberty and justice for all, remind us that our
deepest freedom is found in Jesus Christ.

People: Forgive us, restore us, and lead us in the
freedom of joyful obedience, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God, the Father
almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Blessed Assurance

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine
Heir of salvation, purchase of God
Born of his Spirit, washed in His blood
This is my story, this is my song

Praising my Savior all the day long

This is my story, this is my song

Praising my Savior all the day long

Perfect submission, perfect delight
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight
Angels descending bring from above
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love

This is my story, this is my song

Praising my Savior all the day long

This is my story, this is my song

Praising my Savior all the day long

Praising my Savior all the day long



First Reading: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
Psalm: Psalm 45:10-17

Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a

Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
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